Workshop on Teaching Material in Bioethics
On the 27th of May 2008 the committee organized a workshop on Teaching Material in Bioethics. The purpose was to identify excellent teaching material (for example leaflets, web pages, movies, drama etc.) that already is available in one or more Nordic languages and  thereafter try to facilitate translation and modifications of that teaching material in order to make it available in all Nordic languages. The workshop took place at Radisson SAS Plaza Hotel in Oslo. (Previous the committe has had two arrangements on the subject, a seminar in 2001 on theoretical matters and a workshop in 2003 that was more focused on the practical teaching.)
The following projects were presented:
Iceland

· The interactive website Heimurinn minn (My world ,www.heimurinn.is) was presented by Margrét Júlia Rafnsdóttir from Barnaheill – Save the Children. The material is devided into three different ”paths” suitable for different grades in lower secondary school. The aim is to enhance students´ knowledge and understanding of environmental matters  and sustainable development. 
Finland

· Secrets of Cells – virtual biotechnology (Solujen salat, www.tat.fi/solujensalat/html/biotekniikka.html) was presented by Tomi Alakoski from TAT Group  This is interactive material on biochemical and biotechnological issues, targeted to high school students
Denmark

· From Denmark were three projects presented. The website www.etikoglivet.dk was presented by Anne Lykkeskov from The Danish Council of Ethics.The site contains facts on ethics, ethical matters and ethical dilemmas on the following topics: genterapy, cloning, stemcells, chimeras, cyborgs and nanotechnology.

· The project Ethical Forum for Young People (www.etiskraad.dk/sw9852.asp) was presented by Thomas Laursen, The Danish Council of Ethics. Every year teaching material on one specific bioethical topic is sent out to Danish schools on request from the schools (e.g. 30.000 pamphlets this year). After discussions in class, that also trains the students in argumentation and democratic debate, nominated students from different schools participate in a forum during two days and discuss the topic and finally make a decition on it. The decision is presented in full on the homepage of The Danish Council of Ethics. 
· The website Homo Artefakt (www.homoartefakt.dk), also presented by Thomas Laursen, deals with questions and bioethical dilemmas on ”man-machine”: cyborgs, ”human” robots, artificial organs for humans etc. 

Sweden

· The web page www.genteknik.nu was presented by science writer Henrik Brändén. This page contains information on gentechnology and ethical questions, e.g.: Who has the right to be informed about your genes? Is cloning ethically ok? When arises human worth? The site also contains a brief “course” about ethical schools.

· Astra Zenecas web page www.life.astrazeneca.se was presented by Director Veterinary Affairs & Animal Welfare Krister Martin This is an interactive website about animal testing in the medical industry. In connection with this page there is printed material for the student and for the teacher (including teaching suggestions), and also a short film on the subject.
Norway 
· The web page of The Norwegian Biotechnology Advisory Board (www.bion.no)  was presented by the board members Ole Johan Borge and Norunn Torheim. They also showed us their leaflets on biotechnological topics such as assisted fertilization, genmodified food and DNA analysis. On the web there is material available, e.g. suggestions for group projects.
· Snöboll film produces short  films used for information and education about relevant topics within life science. Producer Pål Karlsen told us about their production. These films are curriculum based and aiming at the age group 15 and older. They are available on www.bioteknologiskolen.no and similar projects on www.kraftskolen.no. 

· The material Viten.no (www.viten.no), a web site with a lot of interactive teaching resources, was presented by Wenche Erlien, Norwegian Centre for Science Education.The material is devided into different “programmes” suitable for four lessons. Some of the material has been translated to Danish and Swedish.
After theese presentations two panel discussions were held. To the first one experienced teachers were invited to give their recommendations on which teaching materials to prioritize. (These were Jacob Hørlyck Kruse from Denmark, Tuija Tukala from Finland, Sjöfn Guðmundsdóttir from Iceland, Dag Boman from Norway and Monica Svensson from Sweden.) 
The following key factors for success were identified:

· Curriculum based

· A variety of teaching options / learning materials 

· Suited for different kinds of students (age, sex, background etc.)
· Quality controlled and regularly updated

· Involving and option for active pupil participation

· Training in ethical debate and argumentation

· The ethical content as important as the scientific

· Available at a low cost

In the second paneldiscussion participated education administrators regarding how to distribute the teaching materials in the different Nordic countries. (These were Ulla Sverrild from The Danish Ministry of Education,  Pekka Elo from The Finnish Board of Education, Aldís Yngvadóttir, Icelandic National Centre for Educational Material, Wenche Erlien from Norwegian Centre for Science Education and Per Kornhall, Swedish Centre for School Biology and Biotechnology). 
The administrators agreed with the teachers on several viewpoints, e.g. the importance of making “learning” material rather than “teaching” material. A regularly updated web page with printed material as a complement seemed to be regarded as the most suitable type of material. Suggestions were made that the committee should make an official statement on the importance of school education in bioethics.
At the board meeting on May 28th  the committe discussed how to proceed from the workshop.

A decition was taken to establish a small working group with a member from each Nordic country. This working group will be asked to give the committee a specific advice on how to continue the work in adapting existing and/or designing new material within the field of bioethics suited for use in all the Nordic countries. The working group should decide about how to proceed: choose type of material and technological platform, way of activating the pupils, and also bioethical topics to discuss.
