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Conferences on developments within technology and natural science often have designated talks to look into the ethical concerns related to the specific area of the meeting. There is thus more than a trend in contemporary applied ethics to split thinking into smaller and smaller areas of technology and natural science, thus becoming very good at finding the specific concerns within an area, but at the same time missing all the basic concerns since they apply across large areas of human action. Why are we doing this and what do we expect the outcome to be? The answers to those questions and a clarification of who “we” are can often enlighten the discussion.
This talk will thus focus on the ethical issues in bioenergy by taking a step back. When asked to analyze the ethical concerns of bioenergy use, the task is first and foremost to clarify what is meant by “ethics”, and “bioenergy”. As there will be many experts talking on the concept of “bioenergy” this talk will focus on the ethical part. This entails A: looking at the main areas of concern within the complex area of bioenergy and B: looking at some of the different ways of understanding ethics typically found within discussions like this. The hope is to show how a call for ethical thinking might complicate matters more than initially expected – and to show why this is not such a bad thing after all. 
