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Law vs. Medicine

Conflict — consensus
Formal — informal
Error

Free will — determinism

Least restricive setting — reducing
suffering
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Arguments against coercion

Problems with living — should not be seen as
mental illness

Mental illness exists but coercion is wrong

Mental illness exists - treatment can be helpful —
coercion is unethical and ineffective

Mental illness exists - treatment can help - coercion
can help — but if society offered decent clinics
coercion would wouldn’t be necessary



Arguments for coercion

Mental illness exists
Treatment can be beneficial
Coercion is often humane and effective

Attractiveness and accessibility of treatment
facilities cannot always replace involuntary
freatment
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The paternal view of past...
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“The jury in its wisdom always commits”
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Abuses of involuntary treatment
-

1 Unnecessary
hospitalization

1 Mistreatment
during the
period of
admission










