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Bioenergy and development policies – small-scale bioenergy initiatives
 

Although discussion of bioenergy tends to be dominated by large scale production of liquid biofuels for transportation, this is only a fraction of the role which bioenergy plays in developing country economies.  In rural areas, trade in fuelwood and charcoal is often second only to agriculture as a source of income to rural economies.  Small scale initiatives around the developing world are piloting innovative methods of improving the convenience and sustainability of natural bioresource use, as well as more efficiently processing bioresidues from existing agriculture and forestry activities to support local energy access and livelihoods.  Other initiatives, often involving networks and co-operatives of farmers, are also developing purpose grown biofuels with an emphasis on meeting productive energy needs reducing drudgery and breaking local dependency on fluctuating oil costs.  Such initiatives provide valuable lessons about cyclical and more efficient use of natural resources, and how the sustainable production and use of bioenergy could assist in the development of rural economies, rather than being primarily extractive.  However, such initiatives are often fragile with wider social and environmental benefits generally unvalued.  Development policy has largely ignored such initiatives to date and has focused on the intense debate relating to larger, export-led privately-financed liquid biofuels development geared towards meeting green transport fuel demand in northern countries.  An opportunity exists however to bring small-scale sustainable livelihoods-oriented bioenergy initiatives more into focus of development policy in order to much more directly support local energy access and create new livelihoods opportunities, both in bioenergy market systems, as well as in the productive use of the energy itself.  

 

